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AN ACT 


FOR 


The better Propagation and Preaching of the 


G OSPERS 
WALES 


And redreſs of ſome Grievances, 


Die Veneris, 22 Februarii, 1649. 
"cart by the Parliament, That this Att be forthwith printed and 
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AN ACT 


FOR 
The better Propagation and Preaching of the 


GOSPEL 


In WALES, and redreſs of ſome Grievances. 


He Parliament of England 
taking into their ſerious 
conſideration the great 
Duty and Truſt that lies 
4 on them to ule all lawful 
ways and means koꝛ the 
pꝛopagation of the Go⸗ 
: ſpel of Jeſus Chiilt in 
) PVA t Commonwealth, in 
— order thereunto, Do En- 
act and Oꝛdain, and be it 
Enacted and Oꝛdained by this pꝛeſent Parlta- 
ment, and by the Authozity thereof, That Col: 
Thomas Harriſon, Col: Philip Jones, Col: John 
Jones, Sir Jobn Trevor Knight, Henry Herbert Eſq; 
William Herbert, William Packer, William Blethin, 
Chriſtopher Catchmay, Reece Williams, John Nicholas, 
Edward Herbert, Robert Jones, Buſſey Manſel, Edward 
Prichard, John Price, Rowland Dawkins, William Bote- 
ler, Edward Stradling, John Herbert, Richard Jones, 
Jenkin Frainlyn, John James, Wroth Rogers, John Her. 
ring, Stephen Winthrop, Eſqs; Dir Eraſmus Philips, 
Sampſon Lort, Henry Williams, Silvanus Taylor, Richard 
King, John Williams, John Dancy, Thomas Watkins, 
James Philips, John Lewis, William Barbar, Efqs; John 
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Daniel, John Bowen Gent, John Puleſton one of the 
Juſtices of the Court of Common Pleas, Hum- 
phrey Mackworth, William Lictleton, Robert Ducken- 
field, Thomas Baker, Hugh Price, Evan Lloyd, Richard 
Price, Robert Griffith, Edward Owens, George Twiſleton, 
John Carter, Thomas Maſon, Lighton Owens, Rice 
Vaughan, Thomas Ball, Hugh Courtney, Edward Taylor, 
Roger Soutley, Eſqs; Daniel Lloyd, David Moris, Wil- 
liam Wynne, Gentlemen; Thomas Swift Eſq; Hugh 
Prichard Gent; John Sadler, John Peck, Luke Lloyd, 
Andrew Ellis, Ralph Crechley, Eſqs; Lewis Price ot 
Llannoonog, Henry Williams, John Brown,Gent. are 
hereby conſtituted and appointed to be Commiſ⸗ 
ſioners in the Counties of Montgomery, Denbigh, 
Flint,Carnarvan, Merioneth, Angleſey, Monmouth, Gla- 
morgan, Pembroke, Carmarthen, Cardigan, Brecknock 
and Radnor,and ebery of them, to put in execution 
the ſeveral powers and authozittes Herein Here- 
after mentioned ⁊ directed (that is to ſay) That 
they the ſald Commiſſioners oꝛ any five 02 moꝛe of 
them, ſhall have full power and authoꝛity, and are 
hereby enabled # authoꝛtzed to receive all articles 
oꝛ Charges which (hail be exhibited againſt any 
Parſon, Uicar, Curate, Schoolmaſter, oꝛ any 
other now having, oꝛ that ſhall have any Eccle- 
ſiaſtical benefit oz promotion within the ſaid coun- 
ties oꝛ any of them, koꝛ any Delinquency, Scan⸗ 
dal, Malignancp, oꝛ non-Reſidency;and upon ſuch 
Articles ſo exhibited, to grant out Warrants in 
Wꝛiting under the Hands and Seals of the ſaid 
Commiſstoners, 02 any five 02 moꝛe of them, to 
be directed to the party againſt whom ſuch Arti⸗ 
cles (hall be exhibited, requiring his appearance 
befoꝛe ſuch Commiſstoners, at à certain day and 
place in the ſaid Warrant mentioned, to anſwer 
the ſaid Charge oꝛ Articles reſpectively ; and af- 
ter notice of the ſaid Warrant perſonally made 
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oꝛ given to the ſaid party Articled agajnſt, oꝛ left 
at his dwell'ng Houſe oz oꝛdinary place of abode, 
and that notice pꝛoved by Oath to be made by the 
ſpace of ten days befoze the day of appearance in 
the ſaid Warrant mentionedeno juſt Cauſe being 
made and pꝛoved to excuſe the not appearing) and 
Ukewiſe after anſwer made by ſuchas ſhall ap- 
pear accoꝛding to ſummons, Then the ſaid Com⸗ 
milsioners, 02 any five 02 mote of them, are here- 
by enabled and autho213ed to pꝛoceed to examina- 
tion of witneſſes upon Oath; the [aid Examina- 
tions and Depoſitions of ſuch Witneſſes to be 
put in wꝛiting, as well on the behalf of the Com⸗ 
monwealth to pꝛove ſuch Charges and Articles, 
as on the behalf of the parties articled againſt 
to make good their Anſwers; which Mathes the 
ſaid Commiſsioners, oꝛ any two oꝛ moꝛe of them, 
have hereby power to adminiſter : And after due 
examination and pꝛoot made by confeſston of the 
party complained of, o2 by the Oath of two cre- 
dible Witneſſes, actually to amove, diſcharge and 
eject all ſuch Miniſters and other perſons from 
their reſpective Cures, Benefices, Places and 
Charges, as they the ſaid Commiſstoners, oz 
any five oꝛ moꝛe of them, upon ſuch hearing ſhall 
adjudge to be guilty of any the Crimes afoꝛeſaid, 
in the ſaid Articles contained and compꝛiſed; and 
after ſuch Judgement given, in caſe any perſon 
ſhall finde Himſelf agrieved with ſuch Judge⸗ 
ment ſo given, Then it ſhal and may be lawful, to 
and foꝛ any twelve oꝛ moꝛe of the ſaid Commiſst- 
oners, upon Petition p2ekerred to them by the 
party grieved, to review, examine and reverſe 
the ſame, if they oꝛ the greater part of them ſee 
juſt cauſe ſo to do: And if notwithſtanding the 
ſaid ejected perſon ſhall not finde relief within fir 


Weeks after his Petition ſo preferred, Then the 
id 
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laid Commuſstoners, 02 any five oꝛ more of them, 
ball at the requeſt of the parties agrieved reſpe- 
ctiveiy, ccrtific the reſpective Pꝛoceedings and 
Pꝛoofs in ſuch caſes reſpectively,tothe Commit- 
tee of Parliament foꝛ Plundꝛed Miniſters; who 
arc hereby authoꝛtzed, upon the return of ſuch 
Certificates, and view of ſuch P2ocecdings and 


Pꝛoofs, without further examination of Wit⸗ 


neſles in ſuch caſes, to examine the Gꝛounds of 
the ſaid reſpective Judgements appealed from, 
and to affirm oꝛ revoke the ſame, as they (hall 
finde it moſt agreeable to Juſtice, and the tenoꝛ of 
this Act. And be it further Enacted and De- 
ctared, That the faid Commiſsioners oꝛ any 
five oꝛ moꝛe of them, have hereby power and au⸗ 
thoꝛity to allow the Wife and Childzen of ſuch 


Miniſter oꝛ Miniſters ſo ejected and amoved, foz - 


their maintenance, a pꝛopoꝛtion not exceeding a 
fifth part of the Living, Parſonage, Benefice, 
Utcarage, Charge oz other place, out of which 
the ſaid Minifters ſhall be reſpectively removed 


(an Pariſh Charges, Publique Tares,and other 


Duties being firſt deducted out of the whole.) 
And be it further Enacted by the Authoꝛity a⸗ 
foꝛeſaid, That if any Parſon oꝛ Uicar holdeth 
02 enjoyeth, oꝛ Which ſhall hold oꝛ enjoy plurali⸗ 
ty of Benefices oꝛ Eccleſiaſtical Pꝛomotions one 
oꝛ moꝛe of which being within the Counties a⸗ 
koꝛeſaid and upon a Warrant directed to him 
under the Hands of the ſaid Commilstoners oz 
any five of them, requiring him at a certain day 
and place in the faid Warrant mentioned, to 
make choice and elect which of the ſaid Benef- 
ces aud Eccleſiaſtical -Pzomotions he deſires to 
hold; and upon notice of the ſaid Warrant, ſhall 
not within foꝛty days after the ſaid notice, make 
hig Electton, teſtified under his Hand befoꝛe five 
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o: moꝛe of the ſaid Commiſſioners, which of 
the faid Benefices 02 Pꝛomotions he deſires to 
Hold, then from and after ſuch default (no juſt 
cauſe being p2oved to ercuſe the ſame) all his 
right, title oz intereſt in and to all ſuch Benefices 
and P2omotions to ceaſe, determine and be ut- 
terly void. And to the end that godly and painful 
men, of able gikts and knowledge fo2 the work 
of the Miniſtery, and of appꝛoved converſation 
koꝛ piety, map be imployed to pꝛeach the Goſpel in 
the counties atoꝛeſaid (Which heretofoze abound⸗ 
ed in Ignoꝛance and Pꝛophaneneſs) And that 
fit perſons of appzoved Plety and Learning, 
map have encouragement to employ them⸗ 
ſelves in the education of Chtldzen in Ptety and 
good literature, Be it Enacted by the Authoꝛity 
afo:eſaid, That the ſaid Commiſſioners, oz any 
five oꝛ moꝛe of them, be and are authoꝛtzed and 
enabled to grant Certificates by way of appꝛo⸗ 
bation to ſuch perſons as ſhall be recommended 
and appꝛoved of by Henry VValter, VValter Cra- 
dock, Richard Simonds, Roger Charnock, Jenkin Lloid, 
Morris Bidwel, David V Valter, VVilliam Seaborn, Ed- 
mond Ellis, Jenkin Jones, George Robinſon , Richard 
Powel, Robert Powel, Thomas Ewen, John Miles, Oli- 
ver Thomas, Doctoz John Ellis, Ambroſe Moſton, 
Stephen Lewis, Morgan Lloid, VVilliam Jones, Richard 
Edwards, Vavoſor Powel, Richard Swain, Rowland 
Never, Mintſters of the Goſpel, oꝛ any five 02 
moze of them, fo2 the pzeaching of the Goſpel 
in the ſatd Counties, as Well in ſetled Congre- 
gations and Parochtal Charges, as in an 
Itinerary courſe, as the ſatd Commiſsioners(by 
the advice of ſuch the laid Miniſters as (hall re- 
commend and appꝛove of the ſaid perſons re- 
ſpectively ) ſhall adjudge to be moſt foz the ad- 


vancement of the Goſpel, oꝛ foꝛ the keeping of 
Schools, 
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Schools, and education of Childzen : And to 
the end that a fitting maintenance may be pꝛo⸗ 
vided foꝛ ſuch perſons as ſhall be ſo recommend- 
ed and app2oved of, as alſo foꝛ ſuch others ap- 
pꝛovedly godly and painful Miniſters now re- 
liding within the ſaid Counties, foꝛ Whoſe ſup- 
poꝛt and maintenance there is little o2 no ſet⸗ 
tlement made oꝛ pꝛovided; Be it therekoꝛe En- 
acted and Oꝛdained by the Authozity afozeſaid, 
That in oꝛder to the ſaid maintenance, and in 
the regulating, oꝛdering and diſpoſal thereof, 
they the ſaid Commiſstoners, oꝛ any twelve oꝛ 
moꝛe of them, are hereby authoꝛised and ena⸗ 
bled by themſelves, oꝛ others deriving authoꝛity 
from them, to receive and diſpoſe of all and ſin⸗ 
gular the Rents, Jſſues and P2ofits of all and 
every the Rectozes , Uicarages, Donatives, 
ſine Cura's, Poꝛtion of Tenths, and other Ec- 
clefiaſtical Livings, which now are, oꝛ hereafter 
hall be in the diſpoſing of the Parliament, oꝛ any 
other deriving Authoꝛity from them; as alſo to 
receive and K of the Rents, Jſſues and 
P2ofits of all Impꝛopziations and Gleab- 
lands Within the ſaid Counties, which now are, 
oꝛ hereafter ſhall be under Sequeſtration, oz in 
the diſpoſal of the Parliament, by vertue of any 
foꝛmer Statute, oz any Act oz Oꝛdinance of this 
pꝛeſent Parliament. And be it further Enacted 
by the Authoꝛity atoꝛeſaid, That the ſaid Com- 
miſsioners, 02 any twelve oꝛ moꝛe of them, ſhall 
and may out of the ſaid Rents, Iſſues and Pꝛo⸗ 
fits of the ſaid Rectozics, Uicarages, Dona- 
tives, line Cura's, Poꝛtion of Tenths, and other 
Eccleſtaltical P2omotions; as allo out of the 
Rents, Jſlues and Pzofits of the ſaid Impꝛo⸗ 
pꝛiations and Gleab-lands, oꝛder and appoint 
a conſtant yearly maintenance fo2 ſuch perſons 

as 


(79) 

as (hall be recommended and appꝛoved of as a- 
koꝛeſaid, foꝛ the woꝛk of the Miniſtery, oꝛ the 
education of Childꝛen; as alſo foꝛ ſuch other i⸗ 
niſters as afoꝛeſaid, now reſiding within the ſaid 
Counties; pꝛovided that the ycarly maintenance 
of a Miniſter do not exceed One hundꝛed pounds, 
and the ycarly maintenance of a School-mafter 
exceed not Foꝛty pounds; and that godly Mint- 
ſters (who have oz ſhall have Wife o2 Child2en, 
may not too much be taken off from their duties 
in the Miniſtery, with the care and conſideration 
of maintenance fo2 their Wives and Childꝛen af- 
ter their deceaſe, but that ſome care thereof may 
be had by others, whereby a greater encourage- 
ment may be given to them to let themſelves the 
cloſer to the woꝛk of t he ſaid Miniſtery; Be if 
Enacted by the Authozity afoꝛeſald, That the 
ſaid Commilsioners, oꝛ any twelve oꝛ moꝛe of 
them, are hereby enabled and authoꝛtzed to make 
ſuch yearly allowance to the Wife and Childꝛen 
of ſuch godly Miniſter after his deceaſe, as to the 
ſaid Commilſstoners oꝛ any twelve of them ſhall 
ſeem reaſonable, foꝛ the neceſſary ſuppoꝛt and 
maintenance of the ſaid Wife oꝛ Childꝛen, oꝛ any 
of them; Pꝛovided always, That ſuch allow- 
ance ſo to be made to ſuch wife and Childꝛen, do 
not exceed the yearly ſum of thirty pounds: And 
if any perſon oꝛ perfons being Tenant oꝛ Occu- 
pier of any Lands, Tenements oꝛ Heredita- 
ments, lyable and ſubject to the payment of any 
Tenths oꝛ other Duties, in right payable oꝛ be- 
longing to any Parſonage, Uicarage, oꝛ any the 
aboveſaid Eccleſiaſtical Pꝛomotions, ſhall re⸗ 
fuſe payment thereof, Then the ſaid Commiſsi⸗ 
oners 02 any two o2 moe of them, are hereby 
authoꝛized and enabled to put in execution a- 
gainſt every perſon and perſons ſo refuſing, the 
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powers and authozities veſted and ſetled by this 
zeſent Parliament in the Juſtices of the Peace, 
oz the relief of Miniſters from whom ſuch 
Lenths and Duties are detained and ſubſtract- 
ed. And be it further Enarted by the Anthozt- 
ty afo:eſaid, That the ſaid Commiſſioners 
02 any twelve oꝛ moze of them, out of the ſad 
Tenths, Rents and P2ofits by them receiveable 
by foꝛce of this Act, (hail and may allow ſuch 
moderate Salary oꝛ Wages to ſuch perſon oz 
perſons who ſhall be imploped in the rtceiving, 
keeping and diſpoſal thereof, oz any part thereof, 
as they ſhall conceive to be neceſſary and reaſon- 
able. And be it further Enacted by the Authoꝛity 
afo:eſaid, That all and every perſon and perſons 
qualified and appꝛoved of as aboveſaid, foꝛ the 
pꝛeaching of the Goſpel as afozcſaid, who ſhall 
be veſted and ſetled by the ſaid Commiſsioners 
oꝛ any twelve oꝛ moꝛe of them, in any Rectozy, 
Uicarage 02 Parochial Charge, which the ſaid 
Commilstoners 92 any twelve oꝛ moze of them 
have hereby power to do, (hall be deemed and 
adjudged to be ſeized of the ſame, as fully and 
amply, to all intents and purpoſes, as if ſuch 
perſon and perſons were pꝛeſented, tnſtituted and 
inducted to and in the ſame, acco2ding to foꝛ⸗ 
mer Laws in ſuchcaſes uſed and pzovtded, And 
whereas the remoteneſs of the ſaid Counties 
from the Courts of Juſtice at Weſtminſter, occa- 
ſoneth many acts of high Piſdemeano:s, Op⸗ 
p:eſston and Injury to be committed there. 
which often-ttmes eſcape unpuntſhed, and the 
parties agrieved thereby, foꝛ want ot means to 
fcek relief by due courſe of Law,left remedileſs; 
Ts the end therefoze that ſuch Mildemeanoꝛs, 
Oppielsions and Injurtes may the better be 
enquired after, and the parties grie ved PIE. 
wity- 
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liryyus much rrpriice of moneys 02 loſs of 
time, may be in ſome wap of relief, Be it En- 
actedby the Authozity atoꝛeſaid, That the laid 
Commutfstoners 0z any five oz moze of them, 
ſhail have, and hereby have full Power and Au- 
thoꝛity to receive all Complaints which hall 
be brought bekoze them, of any ſuch Milde⸗ 
meanoꝛs, Oppꝛeſston oz Injury, committed by 
any perſon oꝛ perſons within the ſaid Counties 
02 any of them; and by Warrant directed to the 
party complained of, under the Hands and 
Seals of the ſaid Commiſstoners oz any five 
oꝛ moze of them, to appear befoze them at a cer⸗ 
tain day and place in the ſaid Warrant mention⸗ 
ed, requiring an Anſwer to the ſaid Com- 
plaints; and after anſwer made, then with the 
conſent of both parties, teſtifie under their 
Hands aud Seals, to pꝛoceed to hear and deter- 
mine the ſame. And whereas ſufferings of that 
nature generally fall upon perſons Well-affected 
to the Parliament , and ſuch as have acted in 
and foꝛ their ſervice ; which ſaid perſons are not 
of ability to travel to London, to be relieved by 
the Committee of Parliament, commonly called 
The Committee of Indempnity, Be it therefoze En- 
acted and Oꝛdained by the Authozity afozeſatd, 
That the ſaid Commiſstoners 02 any five oz 
moꝛe of them, ſhall be, and are hereby made 
and conſtituted a Committee of YPndempuity, 
to all intents and purpoſes, within the Coun⸗ 
ties afozeſaid, fo: the Hearing and determi⸗ 
ning of all matters and things p2operly relie ve⸗ 
able and determinable by the ſaid Committce 
of Yndempntty. P2ovided always, That if 
any perſon oꝛ perſons ſhall finde him oꝛ them- 
ſelves agrieved at the pꝛoceedings of the ſatd 
Commiſstoners, acting as a Committee of In⸗ 
dempnitp, 
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dempnity , then the ſaid perſon o2 perſons ſo 
agrieved, ſhall and may p2oſecute his and their 
Petition oꝛ Appeal foꝛ relief, in ſuch maner and 
koꝛm as in and by this Act is pzeſcribed in the 
caſes of ejected Miniſters, and bzing the ſame 
to a final determination, befoze the ſald Com- 
mittee of Indempnity ſitting at Weſtminſter; 
which ſaid Committee are Hereby authoꝛtzed to 
hear and determine the ſame, as they ſhall ſee 
fuſt cauſe, And be it further Enacted, That all 
Power and Authozity fozmerly veſted in any 
Committee within the ſaid Counties o2 any of 
them, fo: the placing of Miniſters in Eccleſiaſtt- 
cal Livings oꝛ Pꝛomotions, be from hencefozth 
determined: And that no perſon oꝛ perſons ſhall 
be from Hencefozth veſted and ſetled in any 
Recto2y, Uicarage oz Eccleſiaſtical Pꝛomotion 
within any of the ſaid Counties, unleſs ſuch 
perſon oꝛ perſons ſo to be veſted oz ſetled, be re- 
commended and appꝛoved of foz the wozk of the 
Miniſterp, accoꝛding to the tenoꝛ and true mean⸗ 
ing of this Act: And that this Act ſhall con- 
tinue and be in fozce foꝛ the ſpace of Thee years, 
from the Five and twentieth day of March, One 
thouſand ſix hundꝛed and fifty, and no longer. 


Die Veneris, 22 Februarii, 164.9. 


8 * by the Parliament, That this Act 
be forthwith printed and publiſhed. 


Hen: Scobell, Cleric. Parliamenti. 


(| — — . — — — — — — — —  — — 


